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Memorial United Methodist Church

July, 2025

2701 Poplar Street
Terre Haute, Indiana 47803
(812) 234-0776
office @umcMemorial.org

Sundays

Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

Office Hours

Tuesday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Livestreamed Services
MemorialSunday.org

Calendar
MemorialEvents.org

Waebsite
umcMemorial.org

Giving
GiveMemorial.org

Prayer Requests
PrayingMemorial@gmail.com

Memorial Staff

Bob Raschka, pastor
Michael Walker, administrative assistant
and children's ministries
Ginger Bedford, administrative assistant
and bookkeeper
Logan Williams, music director
Jinhee Kim, accompanist
Joe Cresgy, media director
Tobie Wrightsman, nursery attendant
Alfred VanGilder, building custodian
Christy Cresgy and Missy Wilcox,
preschool co-directors
Paula Metheny, Kids Hope USA

David M. Peter, certified lay minister
and lay leader
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From the Pastor

Greetings people of Memorial
United Methodist Church!

Enthusiasm and excitement are
building as the day nears when my
ministry for Jesus Christ in and
among you begins.

My wife Ruth and | will begin settling
during the first week of July. | plan to
begin working in the office the week
of July 7th as we gear up for my first
Sunday in the pulpit on July 13th.

We have been in an attitude of
prayer and anticipation since | first
received notice of my appointment as
senior pastor to Memorial back on
March 10th. The months have
passed, the weeks have flittered by,
and now here we are at the precipice
of a time of new beginnings.

New beginnings for Ruth and me and
new beginnings for Memorial United
Methodist Church. Even while we
celebrate what has come prior and
led up to where we are today, we
look forward to the future God has in
store for all of us here in the Terre
Haute area in the years ahead.

Woe have received many gracious
words and connections from several
folks in the Memorial congregation,
and are eager to get the opportunity

MY GOD
will supply

EVERY NEED

of yours according to his
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in CHRIST

Jesus

PHILIPPIANS 4:19

to meet the rest of the congregation
in the weeks and months ahead.

Let’s come together for the cause of
Christ in and through the Memorial
Church.

Ruth and | are eager to join with you
on Sunday July 13th at 9:30 a.m. for
worship and celebration.

In Christ,

Pastor Bob Raschka

The people of Memorial would like to express heart-felt thanks to Pastor
David Byrum, who came out of retirement to serve as our interim pastor
for the last two months. By the grace of God, Pastor Byrum has served
us well. We give thanks and praise to Almighty God for his ministry

among us.

We also gratefully welcome our new pastor, Bob Raschka, to Memorial.
We value his distinct set of spiritual gifts and his diverse experiences.




Brief review of Annual Conference 2025
Lay of the Land Poplar Leaves
July 2025
David Peter, Certified Lay Minster

Resolutions:

Resolution #3 — Immigration and Attorney
Fees for Clergy Families submitted by Rev.
Sunil Kotian. Rev. Kotian moved to modify the
last paragraph to “The Annual Conference
aspires to support...” Bishop Malone called for
a vote of hands to affirm the amendment. The
motion to amend the resolution passed.

Rev. Kotian spoke to the amended resolution.
“It puts a heavy burden on clergy families,
especially since spouses often can’t work due to
visa issues,” he said. Rev. Dr. Saneta Maiko,
District Superintendent, spoke in favor of the
resolution. “I love that we are aspiring to create
a pathway that creates a process whereby new
Americans come and join us in the missional
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world,” he said.

Rev. Oscar Ramos-Gallardo spoke in favor of
the resolution. As one who was born in Mexico,
he said, “The expenses and difficulties that
immigrants face in the U.S. are high and very
complicated,” he said.

The amended resolution passed.

Resolution #7 — Resolution of Appreciation for
Associate Members, Licensed Local Pastors,
and the Churches They Serve submitted by
Pastor Tricia Williams. Pastor Williams spoke
to the resolution. As it is, local pastors in
Indiana “remain without full representation to
make decisions that impact the churches they

serve,” she said. “Their impact is real, and their
vote matters.” Rev. John Meunier, former local
pastor and current elder, spoke in favor of the
resolution, saying, “We couldn’t do the mission
of this Conference without the Local Pastors
and the churches they serve.” Denise Parker,
laity, also spoke in favor of the resolution, and
said, “I can’t tell the difference between
someone who is a local pastor or an elder when
they’re speaking at the local church.”

The resolution passed.

Resolution #6 — Affirmation of Clergy-Church-
Annual Conference Covenant submitted by W.
Matthew Oates. Matthew Oates, author of the
resolution, spoke to it.

The resolution passed.
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LOVE UNITES.

'.:|_ United igethodist Churches of tndiana

“If there were ever a time we need to multiply
love, cultivate joy, and inspire hope to bring
good news to the poor, heal the broken
hearted, bring liberty to those who find
themselves in bondage, to do justice, to love
mercy, it is for such a time as this!”

- Resident Bishop of the Indiana Conference
Tracy S. Malone
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Pam Crane, Prayer Coordinator

How do we live out our faith as
Methodists in this fallen world? Perhaps as
we're instructed in Isaiah 58 to share our food
with the hungry, provide the poor wanderer
with shelter, see the naked and clothe him and
not to turn away from our own flesh and
blood. We have so many opportunities to
practice this through our local, national and
international missions. To be the salt of the
earth, working against the rotting, decaying
ways of the world and to bring out the
goodness of people. In other words, to be
transformers, agents of change.

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the
instructions You have given us on how to live
through Your laws and most of all through the
example of Jesus Christ. Enable us this week
and always to put the religion of our head and
our hearts into action through our hands. May
we not only be the salt of the earth but also
light ,"...let your light shine before all, that they
may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven." May it all be for Your
glory! We lift this prayer in the Holy name of
Jesus, Amen.

"Greater love has no one than this: to lay
down one's life for one's friends."
John 15:13

Of course, we recognize this verse as being a
quote from Jesus, giving his life for us, his
friends. But we realize that it also applies to
people who have given their lives for our
country. "Memorial Day in America, as an
annual observance, can be traced back to the
end of the Civil War, a war in which over half a
million died. Southern women scattered spring

flowers on graves of both northern Union and
southern Confederate soldiers." (William J.
Federer) On this Memorial Day let us
remember those who have died and the
families and loved ones that miss them.

Heavenly Father, We thank You for the
many brave men and women who made many
sacrifices for our nation, giving up time that
would otherwise have been spent with their
loved ones and ultimately giving their lives in
service to our country. We pray for the families
who have experienced heartbreaking loss and
ask You to comfort them and fill them with
Your peace. Bring healing to their broken
hearts, O Lord, and let them experience joy in
the cherished memories of their family
members this Memorial Day and every day. We
lift this prayer in the Saving name of Jesus,
Amen.

Do you have a prayer
concern or joy?

e Blue prayer request cards are available
in the narthex and from an usher on
Sunday Morning

e You may also email Pam Crane at
PrayingMemorial@gmail.com

e Contact Pam if you would like to be on
the prayer chain and also receive weekly
devotions from her.

e Do you need a quiet place to pray and/or
meditate? Please contact the office for
available spaces. All are welcome.

Upper Room devotionals are available in
regular and large print on the welcome table.
Our new July/August editions are here in both
formats.

Please contact the office if you or someone you
know would like a monthly HOMETOUCH
mailing including devotionals, bible readings
and related activities. This is a free service
provided by our member/care team.



We had a great turn out for our
playground dedication/ blessing. This was a
dream come true. All the littles ones seem to
really enjoy the new piece of play equipment
and the cement pad to ride the bikes and cozy
coops on. Thank you so much to everyone that
made this dream come true and for everyone’s
help in making the dedication/ blessing such a
success. After seeing the completed project we
realized that we have room to add a few more
pieces of play equipment so that is our new
goal.

As many of you might have noticed we are
in the process of reorganizing and cleaning the
preschool area. Please be patient with us as we
continue this process. Many times you have to
make a big mess to get a project done and that
is the stage we are at now.

We still have a few spots left for the 2025-
2026 school year. If you or someone you know
might be interested please have them check our
website at memorialpreschool.org or they can
email us at info@memorialpreschool.org.

Thank you to everyone that has donated
or purchased items off of the garden table. We
truly appreciate it.

In ministry together
Christy and Missy

Do you like to play euchre? Do you want to
learn? We meet the 4th Wednesday of each
month at 1:00pm. Contact the office for more
information. The location will depend on the
number attending.

Join the fun! -Harriet Horton

Samuel Ray is the 2025 recipient of the
United Methodist Men’s Scholarship. He is the
third member of his family to receive this
award. Sam is a recent graduate of Terre Haute
South Vigo High School where he pursued
Advance Placement classes all four years. He
also participated in the band program through
Marching Band, Concert Band, Wind
Ensemble, and Pep Band. He is a lifelong Scout
and achieved his Eagle Scout rank last year. He
has grown up in the Memorial UMC family
through Worship, Sunday School, Preschool,
Vacation Bible School, Youth Group, and the
Coffee Team. He is a back-up member of the
Media Team and has occasionally been seen in
the Bass section of the choir. Sam has been
accepted into the Cybersecurity Program at
Purdue University.
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Tom Kendall's father, Bill, who has been very ill
passed on to his eternal home peacefully. Our
heartfelt sympathy to Tom and his family.

I would like to thank you and all the prayer
warriors for the love and prayers during
Cindy’s hospitalization and subsequent
passing, it means a lot to me and my
family. Also, the flowers sent by the church
were beautiful. - Jess Holler

I would like to thank all the people who gave
me support with my episode of pneumonia. It
was so encouraging to receive cards. Thank
you! -Norma Beymer

Thank you to John Thompson and
everyone who volunteered at the annual Jonah
Fish Fry. A special thank you to the drive
through crew who led us through that new
experience (even in the rain!). Thank
you for dining in and fellowshipped or taking
meals home to enjoy. We had a successful
fundraiser on several levels.

POPL/E R LEAVES

DEADLINE for submissions:
Tuesday, July 15
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l Ministry, mission, music.

Giving online to our church
is easier than ever before!

Visit the website below or scan the QR code to
donate securely from your phone!

GIVE TO OUR CHURCH TODAY AT:

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-
ZJINF

OR SCAN THE QR
CODE TO DONATE
SECURELY FROM
YOUR PHONE
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HELP NEEDED ON SUNDAY MORNING

Would you like to help during worship on
Sunday morning? There are several things you
can do:

e Sign up to greet and welcome those
entering the sanctuary. Look for a sign-
up in the narthex or contact the office
Become a liturgist
Read scripture
Help with audio/video if needed
Have a great idea for a children’s
message?

Contact the office if you are interested or have
questions at 812-234-0776
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Join us for coffee, treats and fellowship
immediately following the service. Our
scheduled fellowship partners are:

July- Open Door Sunday School Class

August- United Methodist Men

September- OPEN (Any group want to serve?)
October- Finance Committee

November- Mission Team

December- Member Care Team

Getting the coffee bar ready on Sunday morning is
a lot of work. We are lucky to have some great
help, but they need an occasional break. Would
you be able to help? If so, please contact the

office

Children’s Church is off and running for the
summer. We had a great time with our end of
the school year party. Scripture, snacks, songs
and adventure are on the horizon.

July Children Church Leaders:
July 6th- Zina V. and Nicole D
July 13th- Peggy N. and Vicki C.
July 20th- Michael W. and Shanda J.
July 27th- Paula S. and Nancy R.

N
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Men’'s Breakfast
Saturday, July 12
8:00 a.m.
Meadows Cafe

Saturday, July 26
4-7 p.m.

Join the United Methodist Men for
hamburgers, hot dogs, baked beans,
chips, drinks and.....

ICE CREAM!!!
Can you help? We need donations
of homemade Ice Cream.

Free will offering accepted. Funds raised will
be used f or the UMM scholarship fund.

WALK

ZEND
ALZHEIMER’S

ALTHEIMER'S Q) ASSOCIATION

Join Memorial in the Fight!
Saturday, September 27—9:45 a.m.
Save the date to join the team or donate!

Visit alz.org

View our online calendar at: MemorialEvents.org

To update or add your MUMC events,
send details to ginger@umememorial.org
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Many Members, One Body

Many thanks to our Mighty UMMen for
the dinner served for our Ladies' Night Out
event! The Salad and Dessert Bars were
delicious. Thanks also, to some wonderful
women whose service and guidance were
appreciated.

We enjoyed the musical program
presented by the Vigo County Vocal Chords,
thanks to our connection through Jude
Reppell. It was an evening to enjoy being
together as United Women in Faith to love and
encourage each other. "And let us consider how
we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds. Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
let us encourage one another-and all the more
as you see the Day approaching." (Hebrews
10:24-25)

Thanks to everyone who contributed to
the Change for Life Baby Bottle Collection that
ran from Mother's Day through Father's
Day. All of the monies collected will go to the
Crossroads Care Clinic for the benefit of moms,
dads and babies.

While we're taking a little break from
our monthly planning meetings, (we will not
meet in July) we are looking forward to our
future events:

~We plan to host UMMen's Breakfast meeting
on Saturday, August 9. Please contact Pam
Crane, 812-243-0264

or pamcras2@gmail.com if you would like to
help.

~Our next planning meeting will be
Wednesday, August 13, 11:00am at the church,
all women are welcome to attend.

~ Applications for our Craft Fair to be held in
conjunction with the Chili Supper, Nov. 7, will
be available starting in August. If you know a
crafter that would be interested, please contact
Pam Crane, 812-243-0264

or pamcras2@gmail.com

United Women
in Faith
will not meet in

June and July

Since we will be taking a little down time from
our regular planning meetings in June and
July, our next planning meeting will be
Wednesday, August 13, 11:00am at the
church. All women are welcome and we covet
your ideas and input.

Margaret Cirncle

Margaret Circle is on summer break until
September. Our next meeting will be
September 11 at 10 o’clock in the chapel. Our
book is The Women by Kristen Hannabh. It is
480 pages long so it can be a good summer
read before our fall meeting. Check out the
library to get a copy of the book.

Yarn Ministry Dates for July

July 3 from 1-3 pm

July 10 from 5-7 pm

July 17 from 1-3 pm

July 24 from 5-7 pm

July 31 - Lunch out - to be determined by the
group
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Memorial has a visitation committee. We visit
members in long term care facilities, rehab
centers and those confined to home. If you
know of someone that would like a visit or if
you would like to be a visitor, please call Donna
Lowey at 812-841-2977

,‘ﬁine @an(fﬁnc/'

Line dancing with Sue is a great time to come
out and kick up your heals. WE WILL BE
TAKING THE MONTH OF JULY OFF!! Join
us again on August 7th at 11:00am.

Will NOT meet
inluly

o
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Tuesday, July 8—11:30 a.m.
Logan’s Rib-Eye

Al are weleome!
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SUMMER HELP AT THE CENTER

We are blessed to have some wonderful
volunteers work all year round. Our Monday
breakfast workers for July are:

July7  Susan and Harold House

July 14 Kevin and Maxwell Patterson

July 21 Kevin and Maxwell Patterson

July 28 Amy Demchak, P.J. and
Deanna Pettyjohn

14t and Chestnut 2025 Seasonal
Shopping List

Here you can find a mini comprehensive list of
items 14t and Chestnut regularly buys. This
list is an idea of items you can consider buying
while doing your own shopping:

SUMMER
June-August

Variety Chip Packs
Jell-O/Pudding Cups
Gogurt snacks
Variety Snack Packs
Swim Wear

Towels

Sunscreen

School Supplies

14th and Chestnut Community Center

SUMMER KITCHEN
_ HELPERS NEEDED!

>/




Online
Church

Directory

The office staff along with the
communications team, is working hard to
create our new online pictorial directory.
During the month of July we will be collecting
pictures and information.

Each Sunday morning in July a new
element of the directory will be introduced.
Your directory entry can be created and edited
by using your computer, tablet, smart phone,
iPad or tried-and-true pencil and paper.

Pictures may be emailed to
office@umcememorial.org, dropped off at the
office (they will be returned) or we will be
taking pictures during July following the
service. A formal picture is not needed as YOU
get to decide what your directory entry will
include.

Weekly updates on our progress will be
here soon.

Regarding the new policy of using the
church credit card:

It is preferred that you use the church
credit card in lieu of being re-imbursed for any
purchases you make for the church or
function. Please plan ahead. Reimbursement
is not guaranteed if you do not follow this
policy. The church office is open Tuesday
through Thursday 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. If you
have any questions, see me during my office
hours 9 a.m. until noon.

-Ginger, liaison to the accountant and
bookkeeper
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To all involved in committee and work area
meetings: please be sure that you have
included the office (office@umcMemorial.org)
in your emails containing meeting minutes.
This is the only way to be sure we have an
electronic archive of church business.

Have you remembered your
church in your will?

L3
¥

ESIGNY
L

The Memorial website is getting an extreme
makeover! Under the leadership of Kristine
O’Hare with help from the communications
team, the church website will soon be more

efficient, colorful and engaging. Be sure and
check out the progress at umcMemorial.org.

((LIVE))

Sunday morning worship is available LIVE at
9:30am at MemorialSunday.org. Can’t watch it
live? All services are available to view at any
time on the Memorial YouTube page. Feel free
to call the office if you need assistance with our
online streaming.

{/WEBS'TE RED
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NEEDED!

We are still in need of help!

The church needs janitorial attention,
and we need to work together to clean and tidy
our church space. It takes a good deal of
persistent, and focused energy to keep a
building like this vacuumed, dusted, swept,
mopped, sorted, cleaned, arranged, cleared and
ready.

These are not terribly hard tasks but
they do require energy, attention to detail and
willingness to attend to messes made by others.
People moving, fellowshipping, eating, working
in any space leave traces of their
presence. Nature also provides dust, vermin,
detritus and dirt. We have a service that
vacuums the sanctuary, cleans the bathrooms,
mops the kitchen floor once a week and keeps
the windows clean.

We need help with cleaning classrooms
that are not part of the Preschool and worship
spaces, vacuuming, dusting, sorting, arranging
and cleaning the kitchen above the floor. The
church is not filthy, by and large, but it does
need attention.

We are asking that groups, classes,
teams, and committees commit some time and
energy, at whatever frequency you see fit, to
pick an area of the church and tend it
well. Ideally, not the space you use most, but
one whose tending would be a blessing to
another group or class or committee.

You may also, while doing your ministry
of cleaning, note and attend to any areas of
particular need and disorder, and run a broom,
cloth or towel across them to keep them
pristine. This is not an invitation to throw all
kinds of stuff away or purge the cupboards, it is
an invitation to respectfully and carefully tend
the space.

Please consider, at the next meeting of
your fellowship partners at the church,
arranging some time to tend some portion of
the church and keep it ready for
service. Contact the church office to arrange
times and resources. Please use any supplies or
appliances only as they are intended and check
with the office about any particular questions.

Thank You!

UPDATE: The Open Door Sunday School
Class has offered to keep the Chapel and
Narthex cleaned as their contribution to this
project AND the UWF have taken charge of
cleaning the library!

Thank you! Who is next?

>

M-CARD NEWS

Are you thinking about your summer
projects? Do you dream of building a new
deck? Has your lawnmower mowed for the last
time? How about a kitchen remodel? Date
night dinner with that special someone? Don’t
forget to stop by the m-card table for all
of your summer supply needs.

Also please remember that you are not
limited to the cards on the table. We are able
to order from 100’s of different retailers. We
have a list of everything available at the table
on Sunday morning and in the office during the
week. In addition, we have recently added
prepaid Visa cards. NO activation fee like you
would find at other retailers.

Thank you so much for all of the support
that you have given the m-card program. If
you have any questions, please contact Bev
Hudelson on Sunday mornings.
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BIRTHDAYS

Paula Sparks, July 1
Elaine Seitz, July 4
Chuck Hilton, July 7
Shirley Martin, July 7
Paula Metheny, July 8
Kyllie Henman July 9
Robert Grizzle, July 9
Larry Singleton, July 10
Michael Walker, July 11
Beverly Higham, July 12
Pat Ralston, July 14
LaDonna Howard, July 15
Keith Diss, July 18
Saundra Mouser, July 21
Rebecca Graves, July 23
Mac McCalister July 25
Phyllis Koszewski, July 26
Alan Mouser, July 26
Linda McNichols, July 28
Marsha McCool, July 29
Ron Branson, July 30

ANNIVERSARIES

Sue and Dave Paulin, July 3

John and Irma Davis, July 7

Steve and Paula Metheny, July 14

Ron Branson and Janette Helm, July 17
Bob and Charlene Overpeck, July 21
Chris and Danielle Jena, July 24

David and Jamie Hall, July 24

Linda and Brian Krawiec July 24

Gol=\

Both the Poplar Leaves and weekly bulletin
may be sent to you electronically
through your email.

Please stop by the office or email us at
office@umememorial.org.

Church Ushers are needed as our
volunteer list is rather low and we would
appreciate your willingness to help
out. Volunteers would be primarily responsible
for greeting people, assist with seating,
distribute bulletins, and assist with the offering
collection which is expected to start again in
July. Depending on the number of volunteers,
the commitment is about one month per
quarter, and is a great way to serve the church.

What are the main duties of an
usher? Greet people, assist with seating,
distribute bulletins, obtain an attendance
count, and help take up the offering. If
interested, please notify the church office or
one of our current Ushers.

Thank you. - Brian Hewitt

RED CROSS

BLOOD
DRIVE

We have met a milestone and become a
Premier Blood Partner with the American Red
Cross. A special thank you to all in the
community that have given blood at Memorial.
We hope that you will continue to support
those in need throughout the country with your
donations. Our next drive is Tuesday, August
12. Please call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit
RedCrossBlood.org and enter
MEMORIALUMC to schedule an appointment.
Thank you!

JUNE BLOOD DRIVE
35 DONATIONS COLLECTED!
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June 1, 2025
To Whom It Mayv Concern:

With the closing of the 2024-2025 season, we look ahead to the 2025-2026 scason of the Memorial Music
Series. We have had success expanding the series, bringing Natalie Layne and Jonathan Rudy from the
Nashville, TN arca, as well as Lyyra from all over the United States. Our upcoming season gives us an
opportunity to continuc with the expansion, bringing more artists to the Wabash Valley. Our upcoming scason
offers opportunities to hear professional Christian, Holiday, Bluegrass, Classical, and Broadway music with a
diverse range of vocals and instrumentations. But for now, the scason is merely dates and times on a picce of
paper. We need your financial assistance to make the scason a reality!

We look forward to our fifth scason bringing live music, free of charge, 1o th Wabash Valle) This has turned
into a true mission that, in different ways, embodies all three of M - : st Church's focuses:
Ministry, Mission, and Music. Our emphasis continues to be placed on quality and varicty of music. Memorial
Music Series concents are free to attend, but cost money to host. Most of the funding will go 10 pay our artists as
we continue to expand the series, however. the receptions also cost money and we have had a lot of success
with many attendees hanging around for treats and joining cach other in fellowship. It is quite wonderful!
However, we need your help! We thank all of those who have donated to our artists in the past four scasons, as
well as those that donated to help the past two seasons be successful. As we continue to cxpdnd we nccd
continued, as well as more financial support. We are thanktul M 1al Unite 2
concert space, but we count on people like you for 100% of our funding'

Hundreds of people. young and older, have atiended a concert here. They may have entered hungry, possibly
alone, but they departed with the hope and depth that only music can provide, as well as bringing them closer to
others in the community, sharing in the same experience. We hope that this scason you can be part of something
no one of us could do alone. Allowing the opportunity for all to experience the art of live music. Will you
please consider a contribution to Memorial Music Series?

Our goal this year is $5,000. Can you help us reach our goal”? This will cover this year's main artists and
anything beyond the 35,000 will go towards the receptions following the concerts! 1 love that this has been a
grass-roots cffort with all money donated to the Music Series coming from individuals supporting the Series and
artists. However, I will be reaching out for business support and sponsorship as well, as needed.

As a contributor to Memorial Music Series, you have the opportunity to have your, or your business’, name(s)
included in the list of supporters in ¢ach concent program. However. you do have 1o let our staff know in some
way that they can let me know that you donated, otherwise, it has to remain anonymous.

You may make a contribution by mailing (or bringing) a check to the office at Memorial United Methodist
Church. Checks may be made payable to Memorial UMC with Memorial Music Series in the memo.

Respectfully,

Logan Williams
Artistic Director, Memorial Music Serics



In this critical
moment, we
call on all
United
Methodists to
join our efforts
in advocating
for peace.

W COUNCIL OF
BISHOPS

As Bishops of The United Methodist
Church, we stand united in our pursuit of peace
and our commitment to the sacredness of
human life, guided by the Scriptures and our
Social Principles. The scriptures and the Social
Principles affirm the sacred worth and dignity
of every person, emphasizing the importance of
resolving disputes peacefully and promoting
justice, equality, and compassion.

In light of the recent escalation of tensions in
the Middle East, we echo the timeless wisdom
of the prophet Micah, who implored us to “act
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly” (Micah
6:8). Our Social Principles remind us that “war
is incompatible with the teachings of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (§ 166.A), and we urge all parties
involved to prioritize diplomacy and dialogue
over violence and aggression.

The Bible reminds us that “blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God” (Matthew 5:9). We are called to be
peacemakers, seeking solutions that promote
understanding and reconciliation. A continued
conflict in the Middle East would have
devastating consequences, causing irreparable
harm to innocent lives and destabilizing the
region and affecting communities throughout
the world.

In this critical moment, we call on all
United Methodists to join our efforts in
advocating for peace. May God guide us toward
a hopeful future, where nations and peoples
can live in harmony and mutual respect.
Together, let’s join in this prayer:

God of justice and compassion,

we lift our voices in prayer for peace in the

Middle East, that all hearts may turn from

violence to understanding and from fear to
hope. Guide your leaders with wisdom and
courage to pursue the path of peace,

rooted in the dignity and sacred worth of every
person.

May our prayers rise as a witness to your
hope and healing for all nations.
- Bishop Tracy S. Malone
President, Council of Bishops
The United Methodist Church
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Dedication and Blessing of the New and
Improved Memorial Preschool Playground

We couldn’t have asked for a more blessed afternoon as we dedicated, and opened our
expanded playground! This beautiful new space is more than just play equipment; it's a testament to
our belief in nurturing the whole child — body, mind, and spirit.

The Bible often reminds us of the joy and importance of children. Proverbs 22:6 tells us to
'Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it,' and play is a
vital part of that foundational training! From developing crucial motor skills and problem-solving
abilities to fostering creativity, social skills, and emotional resilience, play is essential for healthy
growth.

We are thankful for God’s grace in allowing this dream to become reality, funded by a matching
grant through Wabash Valley Waste Management, and the generosity of our community and donors.
A heartfelt thank you to:

* Ed Pease & Family (Northside United Methodist Church)
* George Nelson Memorial Fund

* Supporters of our two fundraisers

* An anonymous donor from our congregation, and everyone who worked hard to see this project
through.

Their support has provided a
wonderful, safe environment where
our children can thrive, just as Jesus
welcomed the little children (Mark
10:14). We are excited to enjoy this
new space with our littles, where
faith, fun, and development come
together!
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10 fascinating facts
about John Wesley

By Jeremy Steele

1. John Wasley wrote one of the all-time best selling
medical texts.

2. John Wesley coined the term “agree to disagree.”

3. John Wesley rode far enough on horseback to circle
the earth ten times.

4. Wesley had serious doubts about his faith.

5. “Methodist” was originally a derogatory term.

6. Waesley counseled people to “eat a little less than

John Wesley is depicted as a young preacher in this sculpture by Adam

you desire.” Carr located in Melbourne, Australia. Public domain photo by Adam Carr/
7. Waesley never intended to split from the Church of Wikipedia.
England.

8. Wesley never said this famous quote attributed to him. “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the
ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, as long as ever you can.”

9. Waesley believed you could not be a Christian on your own.

10. Methodism grew from four to 132,000 members in Wesley’s lifetime.

From umc.org. For further details, visit umc.org/en/content/10-fascinating-facts-about-john-wesley



