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Memorial United Methodist Church

2701 Poplar Street
Terre Haute, Indiana 47803
(812) 234-0776
office@umecMemorial.org

Sundays

Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

Office Hours

Tuesday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Livestreamed Services
MemorialSunday.org

Calendar
MemorialEvents.org

Website
umcMemorial.org

Giving
GiveMemorial.org

Prayer Requasts
PrayingMemorial@gmail.com

Memorial Staff

Bob Raschka, pastor
Michael Walker, administrative assistant
and children’s ministries
Ginger Bedford, administrative assistant
and bookkeeper
Logan Williams, music director
Jinhee Kim, accompanist
Joe Cresgy, media director
Tobie Wrightsman, nursery attendant
Alfred VanGilder, building custodian
Christy Cresgy and Missy Wilcox,
preschool co-directors
Paula Metheny, Kids Hope USA

David M. Peter, certified fay minister
and lay leader

Open hearts.
Open minds.
Open doors.

Memorial.

August, 2025

From the Pastor

The month of August is a time of
the year when, while we are still
just entering the latter third of
summer, many areas of life begin
focusing on the upcoming fall
season. | am old enough to
remember when this was not as
much the case. The “dog days of
summer” were just that. Schools
didn’t start until late August.
Where | grew up, the county fair
wasn't until mid-August. Now,
everything starts earlier, and all of
these annual occurrences appear
rushed. In some places, school
begins in late July. Retail stores
begin putting out their autumn-
themed items—and even
Halloween materials—in early
August. The whole process
continues as Christmas items
appear in September.

Still. It's summer. And, as such,
even though our minds might turn
toward that which lies ahead in
coming months, we need to learn
not to rush along to the point that
we miss out on the present.

Therefore, during the Sundays in
the month of August this year, we
will focus on what it means to
grow into the Christian faith. We
will begin by looking into
challenging words to all. Then,
we will consider what it means to
have a faith that can see far
beyond the current state of our
world and into future possibilities.
Mid-month will cause us to look
into one of Jesus' disconcerting
teachings. The next week we will
study what happens when we

pretend not to hear God. And
then we will wrap up the month
on Labor Day weekend with
examples near the end of the
book of Hebrews which lead to
life.

My overall goal in our second
month together at Memorial is to
recall some of the foundations of
faith as outlined in the Holy
Scriptures, and how they apply to
life here in the latter part of 2025.
And, of course, to continue the
process of becoming acquainted.

Blessings!
Pastor Bob
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People who like to read (and maybe
even those who don'’t) are probably
aware that Terre Haute has a “Books-
a-Million” store. We discovered this
one of the first times we were over in
that part of town. Well, as | think
about the amazing welcome, acts of
generosity, and “radical hospitality”
Ruth and | have received from the
people of Memorial UMC, the phrase
"thanks a million” comes to mind.
From food in our fridge when we
moved in, to a countless number of
greeting cards, to gift cards, and to
visits and other contacts, we have
experienced a great welcome. Again,
thanks a million!

With much delight,
Pastor Bob Raschka



Lay of the Land
Certified Lay Minister

I guess that sometimes there is
something that gets you thinking. I mean really
thinking. Maybe thinking about something left
undone, something that could have been done
differently, words that were said ... We all get
older. Yes, we all really do. Not much chance of
changing that, no matter how hard we try, time
marches on. And sometimes we have so much
“stuff” that has been accumulated, we really
don’t know what to do.

I've been thinking a lot about the
message from Pastor Bob’s first sermon with us
here at Memorial UMC. I get older. The
church, this congregation is here. But Jesus has
always been here. Right here. In the one hour
that is given to Kid’s Hope. In the time working
in the Kitchen at 14th and Chestnut. In the
worship on Sunday. Jesus has been here.

So, it can be pretty unsettling to find
Jesus in the unexpected places and, unexpected
people. Some may not know Jesus. If we are
Christians, truly Christians, then we can share
love and can love our neighbor. Love the
stranger.

Started going through the Bibles that are
on my bookshelf. Going back to Hebrews 13:8,
one of those verses that is on a index card that
sets on my shelf, right between Bibles, I was
softly reminded of the words:

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 Common
English Bible

There may be a time when the “stuff”
keeps me from that foundation of faith. Only
when I truly live knowing that promise from
the verse, then the stuff doesn’t get in my way
to live the gospel. Otherwise, I am more
attuned to figuring out where to put the stuff.

Simple choice. Powerful sermon. Amazing and
renewing verse.

Don’t let things get in the way.
David

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5tk

A welcome reception will be held for Pastor
Bob Raschka and Ruth.

The reception will be held in the Narthex on
Tuesday, August 5 from 5-7 PM. Cake and
punch will be served.

Please plan to attend as we welcome Pastor
Bob and Ruth to the congregation.

Immediately after the reception, Tuesday
Dinner Church will follow in Fellowship Hall
for those who wish to attend. A segment of the
Chosen will be shown and Pastor Bob will lead
the discussion. Those attending may begin

eating at 6:30 PM.
Q
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A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR
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August Sermons
August 3rd: "Ebbing Away" Luke 12:13-21

August 10th: "Seeing-Eye Faith"
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

August 17th: "What In the World?"
Isaiah 5:1-7; Luke 12:49-53

August 24th: David Peter preaching
"Turning a Deaf Ear" Hebrews 12:18-29

August 31st: "Examples of Life"
Hebrews 13:1-8; 15-16
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Pam Crane, Prayer Coordinator

As we begin a new chapter in Memorial
UMC's history with our new Pastor Bob
Raschka and his wife, Ruth let us maintain our
focus on our Ministry, Mission and Music. We
know that Jesus was here when Memorial UMC
was formed, is here as we serve and will
continue to be here with us as we look forward
to our future.

Heavenly Father, we look to You for
Your divine guidance in the life and work of
Memorial UMC with Pastor Bob and Ruth. We
thank You, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
as we pray for our church. We ask that You fill
us with the knowledge of Your will, that we
may live lives worthy of the Lord and please
You in every way: bearing fruit in every good
work, growing in knowledge of God, and being
strengthened with all power according to Your
glorious might giving us great endurance and
patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified us to share in the
inheritance of the saints in Your Kingdom of
Light. We lift this prayer in the Holy Name of
Jesus, Amen. (See Colossians 1:3-12)
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As we hear the reports about the flood in
central Texas we can be overwhelmed by the
tragedy and feelings of helplessness. Some
may even say "Well, we can at least pray." This
is true and we should never dismiss or
diminish our prayers for others as a last resort
or a triviality because "the prayer of a righteous
person is powerful and effective." (James
5:16b) We all know and love little seven- and
eight-year-old children and are heartbroken for
the loss of their precious lives along with many
others. Let's pray together:

Heavenly Father, we lift all the victims
of the flood to You. We thank You for the

assurance that their fear, pain and tears are
wiped away as they are now in the loving arms
of Jesus. We thank You that there
were messengers of the good news to the young
and old in the area. "How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of those who bring good
news." We pray for the emergency and aid
workers. We ask that You empower them to be
the face of Jesus to those they are serving and
to remain strong in their faith to persevere and
continue on past these initial stages. Comfort
them and keep them safe as they do the
heartbreaking and dangerous work. We pray
for all the families and friends that have
experienced great loss. Give them strength,
courage, comfort and peace to carry on without
their loved ones. Lastly, we pray for the
community and their leaders that they remain
steadfast in their faith. May this tragedy
produce something good within their lives. We
lift this prayer in the powerful name of Jesus,
Amen.

Do you have a prayer

concern or joy?

e Blue prayer request cards are available
in the narthex and from an usher on
Sunday Morning

e You may also email Pam Crane at
PrayingMemorial @gmail.com

e Contact Pam if you would like to be on
the prayer chain and also receive weekly
devotions from her.

e Do you need a quiet place to pray and/or
meditate? Please contact the office for
available spaces. All are welcome.

Upper Room devotionals are available in
regular and large print on the welcome table.

Please contact the office if you or someone you
know would like a monthly HOMETOUCH
mailing including devotionals, bible readings
and related activities. This is a free service
provided by our member/care team.
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We start school in one month. Wow,
where did the time go? This summer we
remodeled another room in the education
wing. Thank you, Alfred VanGilder and Ed
Grogan, for removing the last of the old heating
units. The large room and the attached
bathroom have been completely repainted to
match the others, thank you to the Klug family.
New carpet and flooring have been added as
well. Thank you for being patient since we had
messes everywhere while those projects were
being completed. The teachers will soon be
busy setting up their classrooms and getting
ready for the arrival of their new little ones.
Our Meet and Greet will be held on Tuesday,
August 26 and our first day of school will be
Tuesday, September 2.

We still have a few opening leftin a
couple of the classes. If you know of anyone
interested in the 3’s or PreK please have them
visit our website at memorialpreschool.org or
they can email us at
info@memorialpreschool.org.

Last year we were asked for a preschool
wish list and had a great response so we are
providing one again. If you would like to make

a donation here are a few items that we use a
lot of:

Kleenex
Clorox type wipes
Masking tape - all widths
Painters tape - all widths
Black sharpie markers - all widths
Paper towels
Baby wipes
Lysol brand spray
Glue sticks
Non-scented 13-gallon trash bags
Thin dry erase markers - all colors
Rubbing alcohol
Sticky tac
If you would like to make a donation,
you may place it on the table by the preschool
office located by the canopy door. Thank you
in advance for thinking of us.

Thank you to everyone who help provide
items for the garden table. We appreciate your
hard work and willingness to share. If you
have not visited the garden table, please be
sure to do so as there are yummy items on it.
There is a free will donation box on the table.

Thank you again for your continuing
prayers as we prepare for the upcoming school
year.

In ministry together,
Christy and Missy

The George Nelson
Memorial Preschool Picnic

Please join the education team as we welcome
our new 2025-2026 Preschool class.

Tuesday, August 26t from 5:00-6:00
with dinner church starting at 6:30pm.

Salads and sides are welcome for the picnic but
not necessary. ALL ARE WELCOME!

Blood ™ Drive

Tuesday, August 12
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

We have met a milestone and become a
Premier Blood Partner with the American Red
Cross. A special thank you to all in the
community that have given blood at Memorial.
We hope that you will continue to support
those in need throughout the country with your
donations. Please call 1-800-RED CROSS or
visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter
MEMORIALUMC to schedule an appointment.
Thank you!




One Child
One Hour
One Church
One School
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KIDS HOPE NEWS

Once 4t of July comes and goes our
thoughts start turning to a new school year,
ready or not! That means another year of Kids
Hope at Memorial Church, and a chance that
YOU might want to get involved in this
ministry for the first time or maybe are ready
to be involved again.

Do you love children? We always need
mentors; the list of children is always greater
than the number of mentors we have. But if
you’re unsure about the time commitment we
could use you in other ways. Maybe a substitute
mentor? We need a good list of people we
could call so we can keep the visits with
children consistent even if their mentors are
away. No training necessary!

Like to write? Our mentors and prayer
partners could use extra love and
encouragement as they work and pray for their
child week after week, through happy times
and the tough times, too.

Like to party? I could really use help planning
and executing the Kids Hope Christmas party,
especially the games and crafts parts. There’s a
lot to planning a celebration like this!

Thanks to our mentors and prayer
partners who have already committed for
another year to love on these children. We'd
love to see some new faces this year mentoring
a child or something a little more behind-the-
scenes. Contact Paula Metheny with any
questions.

And thank for the continued support
from those to donate in any way to make our
ministry more effective. It’'s making a huge
difference in the lives of these children!

WE WANT

YOUL

Faith In Action

Are you passionate about finding a cure
for Alzheimer’s? This year’s Alzheimer’s Walk
takes place September 27th at ISU Memorial
Stadium. If you would like to join us, you can
register online or via the form enclosed in the
Poplar Leaves. Let’s get some exercise,
fellowship, and engage our community in this
walk that shows we stand with those in need.
If you can’t walk in person, you can still join
the team and walk at your own convenience.
Any questions please contact the office.

Register

online: http://act.alz.org/goto/MemorialUMC
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MEANS EVE !THING

MER'S

I s O Assoaution
[ A

Do you like to play euchre? Do you want to
learn? We meet the 4t Wednesday of each
month at 1:00pm. Contact the office for more
information. The location will depend on the
number attending.

Join the fun! -Harriet Horton
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THE CHOSEN

“The Chosen is a historical drama based on the
life of Jesus and those who knew him. Set
against the backdrop of Roman oppression in
first-century Israel, the series shares an
authentic look at Jesus' revolutionary
life and teachings.”

SEASON 5 HAS BEEN RELEASED on DVD

Join us for dinner church for a meal, video and
discussion of this amazing series. For season 5
we have decided to break up each episode into
2 parts so we may have more discussion. We
are going to start with the last episode of
season 4 on August 5t at 6:30PM because of
the welcome reception for Pastor Bob and
Ruth. All other Tuesday night Dinner Church
meetings will start at 6pm.

Here is the schedule for August:

-August 5  Season 4, episode 8 (15t half)
-August 12 NO MEETING

-August 19  Season 4, episode 8 (2nd half)
-August 26 SEASON 5, episode 1 (15t half)

Please feel free to contact the office for more
information. All are welcome. Come enjoy
some food, fellowship and discussion with
Pastor Bob. Why not bring a friend?

IMIEN'S
BREAKFAST

Join the Men on Saturday, August gth at 8am
AT MEMORIAL (not Meadows) for an
exciting breakfast sponsored by the United
Women of Faith. All are welcome!

Join us for coffee, treats and fellowship
immediately following the service. OQur.
scheduled fellowship partners are:

August- United Methodist Men

September- OPEN (Any group want to serve?)
October- Finance Committee

November- Mission Team

December- Member Care Team

Getting the coffee bar ready on Sunday
morning is a lot of work. We are lucky to have
some great help, but they need an occasional
break. Would you be able to help? If so,
please contact the office

August in Children’s Church continues to be a
lot of fun. We have some great lesson that are
teaching the word of God through stories,
crafts, sharing and many other exciting ways.
Helpers for Children’s Church in August are:

August 3 Zina V. and Nicole D.
August 10 Vicki C. and Peggy N.
August 17 Chris and Emily Thompson
August 24  The Wilcox Family

August 31 Paula S. and Nancy R.

o
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

TEACHERS NEEDED!
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We are excited to be able to financially
support so many international, national and
local groups that serve women and
children. This is only possible with the
generous support from our congregation, thank
you! Some of our most recent recipients have
been UWF Indiana Conference, Midwest
Mission Program in Chatham, Illinois which
distributes disaster supplies internationally,
YMCA Summer Programs, MUMC Kid's Hope,
Evansville UM Youth Home, Vigo County
Meals on Wheels and Vigo County Learning
Lab. Additionally, we are sponsoring two
students through the Ilula Orphan Program in
Tanzania, Africa. This is only a partial list,
check our UWF brochures available in the
Narthex on the information table for a
complete list.

\ SAVE THE DATE

The West District Fall Celebration will
be held on Saturday, September 20 at First
UMC in Crawfordsville. More info will be
available soon and will be available in the
Narthex on information table.

We are planning to host UMMen's
Breakfast meeting Saturday, August 9. Please
contact Pam Crane, 812-243-0264
or pamcras2@gmail.com to help. Many hands
make for light work and we get to know each
other when we work together.

Our Chili Supper and Craft Fair is
scheduled for Friday, Nov.7 and Saturday

morning, Nov. 8 will be here

soon. Applications for crafters will be sent in
early August. If you are a crafter or know one
that would be interested, please contact Pam
Crane, 812-243-0264

or pamcras2@gmail.com Applications will
also be available in the office in early August.

-

Our next planning meeting will be
Wednesday, August 13, 11:00am in the large
conference room near the office at the
church. All women are welcome to attend; we
covet your ideas and input.

Tnple |

Friday, August 15
11:45 a:m.

FFF will meet on August 15 at 11:45.
Menu will be Hamburgers, Hot dogs and chips.
Our speaker will be Jim Richardson
from the Terre Haute Police Dept, He will
speak on Scams Against Consumers.
Please see the signup sheet in the Narthex and
what to bring.
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Grace circle will meet at Sycamore Manor on
Tuesday, August 12th at 11:30am. Please let
Lila Waugh know if you can attend. Lunch is
$5.00. Please join Grace Circle on August 12
for good food and fellowship.
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Margaret Circle is on summer break until
September. Our next meeting will be
September 11 at 10 o’clock in the chapel. Our
book is The Women by Kristen Hannah. It is
480 pages long so it can be a good summer
read before our fall meeting. Check out the
library to get a copy of the book.

Yarn Ministry Dates for August

August 7 - 1-3pm
August 14 - 5-7pm
August 21 - 1-3pm
August 28 - 5-7pm

Line dancing with Sue is a great time to come
out and kick up your heals. Join us on August
7th at 11:00am.

Welcome to the World!

Harmper Marie Wilcox
Haddie Elizabeth Wilcox
Born: July 11, 2025

Parents: Tyler and Claire Wilcox
Grandparents: Bruce and Missy Wilcox
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To all involved in committee and work area
meetings: please be sure that you have
included the office (officc@umcMemorial.org)
in your emails containing meeting minutes.
This is the only way to be sure we have an
electronic archive of church business.

Have you remembered your
church in your will?

TWEBSITE R \é
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The Memorial website is getting an extreme
makeover! Under the leadership of Kristine
O’Hare with help from the communications
team, the church website will soon be more
efficient, colorful and engaging. Be sure and
check out the progress at umcMemorial.org.

((EY5)

Sunday morning worship is available LIVE at
9:30am at MemorialSunday.org. Can’t watch it
live? All services are available to view at any
time on the Memorial YouTube page. Feel free
to call the office if you need assistance with our
online streaming.
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Memorial has a visitation committee. We visit
members in long term care facilities, rehab
centers and those confined to home. If you
know of someone that would like a visit or if
you would like to be a visitor, please call Donna
Lowey at 812-841-2977

=1 Memorial

I I Ministry, mission, music.

Giving online to our church
is easier than ever before!

-------- L R I A

Visit the website below o1 scan the QR code Lo
donate securely from your phone!
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GIVE TO OUR CHURCH TODAY AT:
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-

ZJNF

OR SCAN THE QR
CODE TO DONATE
SECURELY FROM
YOUR PHONE

seemsece
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| @ App Store

Congratulations to

David Peter

On your recertification as a
Lay Minister

Your dedication and service in
ministry is deeply appreciated!
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The people of Memorial are amazing!
You stepped up, and signed up, to work in the
kitchen at 14th and Chestnut Community
Center for Monday Morning Breakfasts and
many people also worked lunch shifts. The
shopping basket in the Narthex is almost
always full of your generous donations for the
Center. Many of you make regular monetary
donations to the frequent requests and special
projects of 14th street, helping to make a
difference in the lives of so many children and
teens.

I am so thankful for your continued
support and dedication to this amazing mission
project that serves 80-120 inner-city children
during the summer program, and 50-80
children through the after-school program.
They are well fed with nutritious meals, receive
spiritual guidance, educational opportunities,
and always feel the love and support of the staff
and interns.

Thank you, thank you, thank you- Judy Hatch

5:00-7:00 p.m.
in the Narthex

Dinner Church to follow.
i"c d\q‘)

| Tuesday, August 5, 2025
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T-( Welcome Reception Honoring ‘P
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Happy Birthday

2- Kevin Sell

3- Kevin Ward

3- Trenna Grishow

9- Karen Perry

10- Irma David

12- Samuel Ray

13- Pat Clayton

14- Lynn McCool

14- Kelley Smallwood
14- Alfred VanGilder
19- Cary Sparks

21- Janna Klug

25- Sue McKinley

27- Carol Walker

29- Lydia Bridgewater
31- Deanna Pettyjohn

Happy Anniversary

1- Harold and Susan House

4- Keith nd Carolyn Diss

5- Jim and Kelley Smallwood
7- John and Carol Thompson
7- Larry and Shirley Martin

9- Brian and Teresa Hewitt

12- Chris and Phyllis Koszewski
17- Ken and Carol Walker

19 John and Karen Perry

View our online \ I /
calendar: — 7
MemorialEvents.org

To update

information for
summer events,
email: i / / Y
ginger@umcmemorial.org | ‘

I am so grateful for the prayers, cards, food and
presents that cheered me on and up during my
surgeries and recuperation. My church family,
you, helped me to endure a very difficult time.
Ask me about the emotional support chicken I
received!!

Pat Friday

Our love and condolences to the family and
friend of Robert (Bob) Overpeck who passed
away on Saturday July 12th he was formerly
from Northside. To my knowledge he didn't
attend Memorial as he was too ill. Iformed a
relationship with him and his wife Charlene as
they were "counters" at Northside and I chatted
with them. — Ginger Bedford

We offer love and prayers to the family and
friends of Brad and Nicole DuBois. Brad’s
sister, Amanda, was killed on July 10thin a
tragic accident.

Hate divides.
LOVE UNITES.

" Unilea Weliodist Garthes of Indiana
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FIFTH ANNUAL SEASON

2025-2026
Broadway at the Movies: Second Annual Easter Concert
Starring Josh Young and Emily Padgett Saturday, March 21, 2026
Saturday, September 27, 2025 6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Darla McFadden
Annie Gregurich, pianist Saturday, April 18, 2026
Saturday, October 18, 2025 6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Second Annual United in Song and Spirit
Memorial Hymn Sing 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 15, 2025
6:00 p.m. ‘
Fifth Annual Christmas Concert v AT A eI GdistCRurch
emorial United Methodis urc
Saturday, December 20, 2025 20 : :
6:00 p.m. Ministry. Mission. Music.
2701 Poplar Street, Terre Haute
Graybeard 812-234-0776
Saturday, January 24, 2026 office@umcMemorial.org
6:00 p.m. - umcmemorial.org

Worship Night with the
Tulip Worship Band
Friday, February 27, 2026
7:00 p.m.

Follow us on Facebook:
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Frl Sat
. L L2l
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9:30am - Worship 6pm - Dinner Church 9:30am - Bible Study 11am - Line Dancing w/Sue 8am - Men's Breakfast at
10:30am - SS Classes 6pm - Chapel Bells 1pm - Yarn Ministry
7pm - NA - Library 6pm - Bible Study
6:30pm - NAMI
(70 | & ] N (74| R (76
H.umd.aam Giving- Preschaal )| 5:30pm - Communication 9am - Blood Drive 9:30am - Bible Study 11am - Line Dancing wiSue  |["Assumption of Mary )|(Barnett Wedding
9:30am - Worship 6:30pm - S/PPRC Committee 11:30am - Grace Circle 11am - UWF Planning Meeting | 5pm - Yarn Ministry 11:45am - Triple FFF
10:30am - SS Classes 7pm - Bowling League 7pm - Taizé Prayer Services 5:30pm - Mission Mesting 6pm - Bible Study
2pm - Newcomers 6pm - Chapel Bells
7pm - NA - Library
T O e 9 | (= (= = =]
9:30am - Worship — Poplar Leaves Due _ 9am - Preschool training 11am - Line Dancing w/Sue S5pm - Yarn Group
10:30am - SS Classes 6pm - Dinner Church 9:30am - Bible Study 1pm - Yarn Ministry
6pm - Chapel Bells 6pm - Bible Study
7pm - NA - Library
N 2 125 (26 | L27_ L28 120 | (30 ]
9:30am - Worship 5:30pm - Finance Committee 3pm - ADK-Judy Hatch 9:30am - Bible Study 9am - Fold Poplar Leaves
10:30am - SS Classes 7pm - Education Team 5pm - Back to School Picnic 1pm - Euchre 11am - Line Dancing w/Sue
6pm - Dinner Church 6pm - Chapel Bells 5pm - Yarn Ministry
7pm - NA - Library 6pm - Bible Study
I - (2] R |
— 5th Sunday _

9:30am - Worship
10:30am - SS Classes
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CONGRATULATES:

Beth Tevlin, Marla Flowers, Terry Hogan, Bart Colwell,
Audrey Lientz, & Richard Becker

AWARD LUNCHEON
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2025
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The Red Barn at Sycamore Farms
Please RSVP o eleanor@campnavigate.org, or use the

QR Code below.

HORIZON

HEALTH
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