POPL/R LEAVE

Memorial United Methodist Church

April, 2025

2701 Poplar Street
Terre Haute, Indiana 47803
(812) 234-0776
office@umcMemorial.org

Sundays

Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

Office Hours

Tuesday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Livestreamed Services
MemorialSunday.org

Calendar
MemorialEvents.org

Website
umcMemorial.org

Giving
GiveMemorial.org

Prayer Requests
PrayingMemorial@gmail.com

Memorial Staff

Ron Branson, pastor
Michaal Walker, administrative assistant
and children’s ministries
Ginger Bedford, administrative assistant
and bookkeeper
Logan Williams, music director
Jinhee Kim, accompanist
Joe Cresgy, media director
Toble Wrightsman, nursery attendant
Alfred VanGilder, building custodian
Christy Cresgy and Missy Wlicox,
preschool co-directors
Paula Metheny, Kids Hope USA

David M. Peter, certified lay minister
and lay leader

Open hearts.
Open minds.

Open doors.
Memorial.

Pastor Ron Branson Accepts Position in Carmel

Pastor Ron Branson has accepted
the position of Chaplain at Franciscan
Health in Carmel. He has served as
the senior pastor of Memorial United
Methodist Church since 2020.

A reception honoring Pastor Ron and
his wife, Janette was held on March
18 with approximately 200 in
attendance. He led Tuesday Church
afterwards with 60 in attendance. His
final sermon will be held at the church
on Sunday, April 27.

During the five years he served as
senior pastor, his leadership has
been extended to neighboring
churches including Northside,
Temple, and Emmanuel. He has also
provided leadership with other
congregations for Lenten and Easter
services.

Pastor/Staff Relations Chair Harold
House said, "We are eternally
grateful for Pastor Ron's vision,
leadership and dedication. His
leadership has been sought by others
and his service as chair of the West
District Committee of Ministry and as
a member of the board of ministry is
very much
appreciated. He is
highly respected
throughout
Indiana"

During his service
at Memorial, his
ministry has
reached more
than 200 people
each Sunday. The
Conference has
recognized the
church as a
growing
congregation with
a solid foundation
both financially,
through its
leadership and the
development of

those involved
with making
disciples of
Jesus Christ for
the
transformation
of the world.

Throughout the
next few weeks,
we bid farewell
to Pastor Ron
and Janette as
they embark on a new journey. We
bless them with grace and peace as
we cherish the moments we have
shared.

Best wishes for continued success,
Pastor Ron Branson and Janstte!
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The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make his face to shine upon
you and be gracious to you;

The Lord lift up his countenance
upon you and give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26




A Verse of Scripture
Lay of the Land
David Peter

I don’t know about you, but it’s
always interesting to ask someone what
their favorite verse of scripture is. Things
can range from Genesis to revelation, and
that’s what makes it so interesting. At
many times throughout my life, a certain
verse has given me something to cling to
and hold onto, and help me through all of
the issues of life. If I work on the inside
cover of my Bible, I have multiple
scriptures listed.

It is always important to read the
Bible. It’s important to study the Bible.
But I do wonder sometimes, if that is all
that we do with the Bible? When I read the
solve, I find praise to pray. When I read,
proverbs, I find wisdom. When I read the
gospels, I find the story of Christ. Each
book, each chapter, and each first have
something for everyone.

I have notes, highlights, and
references on many of its pages. Different
colored ink. Different highlighters. The
term used to describe all of the additional
notes is “marginalia,” or the connection of
ideas, reminders, examples, and other
written or other elements typically in the
page margins. Mine will oftentimes be
between lines of text or with brackets and
connecting lines between words or
passages. Marginalia was typically found
in scrolls that were transcribed in the
Middle Ages. While this would NOT be
desirable or acceptable in library books,

it reminds me of my life’s journey through
the Bible.

What does your Bible look like? Is it
a record of study and a guidepost along
your journey as a follower of Christ?

John Wesley’s abridgment of.
Thomas A Kempis’ “The Imitation of
Christ” gives some advice on spiritual
reading. Penned in 1735, they gave us a
method for reading, and I would include
studying the Bible.

The first is to:

“Assign some stated time every day
for this employment; and observe it, so far
as you possibly can, inviolably.”

Set time to read and study. Daily.

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15, King James
Version.

If you would like a copy of Wesley’s Advice,
let me know.

David, a Disciple of Christ
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Men'’s Breakfast
Saturday, April 12
8:00 a.m.
Meadows Cafe
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l.enten

and Easter
yents

2025

Breden Memorial
United Methodist Church

Maple Avenue

United Merthodist Church

Memorial
tnited Methodist Churel

Seelyvil]e United Methodist
United Methodis) Chureh 'l'emplc
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Wednesday, March 5, 7:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Service
Led by Pastor Laura McDonald
Maple Avenue UMC

1203 Maple Avenue

Terre Haute

Thursday, March 13-
Thursday, April 17, 5:30 p.m.

Weekly Study

Led by Pastor Deb Moore-Hardin
using The Third Day
by Tom Berlin

Breden Memorial UMC

2228 South 7th Sueel

Terre Haute

Thursday, April 17, 6:00 p.n.

Maundy Thursday Service
Led by David Peter
Memorial UMC

2701 Poplar Strect

Terre Haute

Friday, April 18, 6:00 p.m.
Good Friday Service
Led by Pastor Tim Voll
Scelyville UMC

2351 2nd Street
Seelyville

Sunday, April 20, 7:15 a.m.

Easter Sunrise Service
Led by Pastor Panl Rogers
United Mcthodist Temple
5301 South U.S. Highway 41
Terre [aute

Member Care will be hosting an Easter
Reception in Fellowship
Hall immediately following service on
Easter Sunday. We invite all of
our members and friends to attend.

Laster
Reception
April 20 in

Fellowship Hall
following the
worship service

PRISON MINISTRY

If you feel the call of Matthew 25:36,
"I was in prison and you came to me," you
can support the next Kairos Prison
Ministry weekend at Putnamville on April
24-27 by:
* signing up for a 30-minute prayer slot
¢ writing a letter expressing God’s love
and hope of no more than 1 page and
preferably hand-written
e register to attend the Closing ceremony
on April 27
* donating to sponsor a participant
Contact Michael Ray
at(topshot.rhit@gmail.com or 812-230-
2309) before April S for details on any of
those acts of agape.

&

ﬁ

April- Trustee Committee
May- Konania and Multi Media Class
June- Kid’s Hope

Getting the coffee bar ready on Sunday morning is
a lot of work. Would you be able to help? If so,
please contact the office
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In Concert at MEMORIAL
Tuesday, April 8 at 7PM

“Lyyra is the new all-women’s vocal
ensemble from The VOCES8 Foundation
and is based in the USA. Creating world-
class musical experiences to inspire
audiences, Lyyra seeks to redefine the
genre of upper voice music in the choral
landscape, highlighting the astonishing
capabilities within the full spectrum of
women’s singing. The sound of this bright,
young group combines velvety richness
alongside starlike brilliance. With a broad
texture and exhilarating range of sound,
the group’s talented members specialize in
classical, jazz, pop, and folk music from
diverse traditions and backgrounds.

In February 2025, Warner Classics
& Erato announced an exclusive recording
contract with Lyyra. Their first recording
under was a digital single of Vienna Teng’s
evocative song ‘The Hymn of Acxiom’,
released on 7 March in celebration of
International Women'’s Day.

Lyyra tours both at home in the
USA and internationally. The group gave
its debut performances throughout the
USA in 2024 including for the American
Choral Director’s Association (ACDA) and
released its debut EP ‘More Love’ on the
VOCESS8 Records label. 2025 sees the
ensemble make its debut European tour
with concerts and recording in the UK
(Kings Place, London), France (La Folle
Journée festival, Nantes) and a tour of

German cities. In the summer of 2025,
Lyyra will give concerts in the UK,
Germany, Austria, Switzerland and the
Netherlands as well as continuing its US
touring.

Lyyra is passionate about music
education and is part of The VOCES8
Foundation’s mission to actively promote
‘Music Education For All’. Engaging in a
broad range of work collaborating with
schools, universities, and community
organizations, The VOCES8 Foundation
reaches up to 40,000 people each year.

Reflective of music, harmony and
the night sky, Lyyra takes its name from
the constellation which represents
Orpheus’ famed lyre. Lyyra is Anna
Crumley, MaryRuth Miller, Elizabeth Tait,
Aryssa Leigh Burrs, Ingrid Johnson, and
Cecille Elliott. Lyyra’s Creative Director is
Erik Jacobson.” (*from Lyyramusic.com)
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MEALS s WHEELS
TERRE HAUTE AREA

TOUR OF MEELS ON WHEELS
Sponsored by the Mission Team
Wednesday, April 237 at 11:30

1621 South 25t Street

Would you like to know more about the
operation of Meals on Wheels? Join Jamie
Woodruff (who spoke for February’s
Second Mile Giving) to tour the facility
where meals are prepared and packaged
for delivery. Learn how you might get
involved with this very worthwhile service
which helps those who are homebound or
unable to prepare their own meals.

Meet at the S. 25t Street location. The
tour will be approximately 30 Minutes.



Prayer Ministry

T

Pam Crane, Prayer Coordinator
Mighty Prayer Warriors,

One of my favorite things is a wall
hanging that we have in the guest
room. It reads, "Everyday is a Gift". With
the death of loved ones along with the
deaths and destruction from the weekend
storms we are reminded just how
precious, fragile and temporary are our
lives here on earth.

Heavenly Father, We thank You for the
gift of our lives and seek Your forgiveness
for the times that we have not
remembered Your outrageous love and
generosity. "LORD, what are human
beings that you care for them, mere
mortals that you think of them? They are
like a breath; their days are like a fleeting
shadow." (Psalm 144:3-4) We lift up all
those grieving the loss of loved ones and
ask for Your comfort and peace for
them. Enable all the relief workers for the
storms to be the face of Jesus to those
they are serving so that the light of Christ
will be displayed even amid the
destruction of their homes and lives. May
we all remember that "God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in
trouble." (Psalm 46:1) We lift this prayer in
the Gracious name of Jesus, Amen.

A

We are facing temptations everyday,
regardless of how far we are on our faith
journey. In Luke 4:1-13, Jesus faced
three temptations from the devil and
responded to each with Scriptural
answers. If Jesus faced temptations, who
are we to think that we wouldn't have the

same? In this exchange Jesus gave us the
guidelines on how we are to respond and
live. First, we shouldn't be focused only on
ourselves and our physical

wants. Secondly, we are to remain in
relationship with God and not be too
distracted by worldly values. Thirdly, we
should not be reckless with our lives,
taking excessive risks and possibly
throwing away our lives. Oh Lord, let it be
so!

Heavenly Father, We thank You that
Jesus has shown us the way to resist
temptations and that we can rely on Your
Word as the guide for directing our lives.
Help us to remember that, “One does not
live by bread alone." that we are to
"Worship the Lord your God, and serve
only him." and to " not put the Lord your
God to the test." Give us strength through
our temptations because we know that the
devil is always waiting for the next
opportunity to tempt us, just as he was
with Jesus, "he departed from him until
an opportune time." We lift this prayer in
the Powerful name of Jesus, Amen.

Do you have a prayer concern or joy?

e Blue prayer request cards are
available in the narthex and from an
usher on Sunday Morning

e You may also email Pam Crane at
PrayingMemorial@gmail.com

e Contact Pam if you would like to be
on the prayer chain and also receive
weekly devotions from her.

Upper Room devotionals are available in
regular and large print on the welcome
table.

Please contact the office if you or someone
you know would like a monthly
HOMETOUCH mailing including
devotionals, bible readings and related
activities.



Our Lenten Offering/ Second Mile
Gift will be supporting the Illula Orphan
Program (IOP) in Tanzania this
year. Please help our church sponsor
students in need of financial
assistance. The goal of IOP is to give
children the support, resources, and
education they need to break the cycle of
poverty and create a better future.

This year, Lent runs from
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 to Thursday,
April 17, 2025, so our collection for the
Illula Orphan Program will run the entire
months of March and April. A Lenten
donation would be a wonderful way to
share God's gifts to those in need!

L | Lenten|Offering
* forMarichiandiAprill
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[llula Orphan
Program

Tanzania

Do you know a high school or
college student interested in a charitable
internship this summer?

Summer Missioner Scholarship
Applications are now available in the
office. Please return the applications by
April 15, 2025.

The mission team would like to thank
Nancy Brentlinger for all the hard work
she has put into leading the team AND
WELCOME Merrie Ray as the new mission
leader!

SAVE THE DATE!!

Our annual Jonah Fish Fry will be held

on Friday, May 16, 2025, from 4:00 pm -

7:00 pm. This is a benefit for our Mission

Projects. Start looking for sign-up sheets
in the narthex.... Coming soon!

Go

Both the Poplar Leaves and weekly
bulletin may be sent to you electronically
through your email.

Please stop by the office or email us at
office@umcmemorial.org.

Oniine
Church
Directory

Coming soon.... NEW PICTORIAL
DIRECTORY!

Available for your mobile device, computer
AND in printed form. Safe, easy, secure
and up to date.

Watch for details next month!
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We just completed Spring Break and
now only have 7 weeks of school left, hard
to believe. April will be another busy
month for us. We will celebrate Easter on
Thursday, April 17 with Easter egg hunts
and parties. There will be no school on
Friday, April 18 due to Good Friday.

We will have our last Family Fun
event of the school year with our Preschool
Prom on Thursday, April 24. This is
always a fun event with everyone getting
dressed up and watching the staff make
fools of themselves dancing.

Registration for the 2025-2026
school year has begun. We have opened a
second Two’s class and our Extended Day
Pre-K class is almost full. For more
information or a registration form please
visit our website at
memorialpreschool.org. Registration
forms are also available on the table by
the canopy door. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact one of
the Co-Directors, Christy Cresgy or Missy
Wilcox.

A ground breaking ceremony for the
playground expansion is being discussed,
a date to come soon. We are very excited
to see work begin soon!

We appreciate all your support and
prayers, thank you so much.

In ministry together,
Christy and Missy

Preschool
NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL!

IR CHRISTIAN
E'DUCIITION

Exciting thing are happening with
children’s ministries at Memorial.
Children’s Church has resumed and we
have been blessed with a very exciting and
hard-working education team that has
been able to recruit over 20 people to work
with our little ones.

Children’s church meets after the
children’s message is over during the
service. They adjourn to the old Joy
classroom off the fellowship hall for
games, videos, crafts, stores and other
exciting activities, teaching Gods love and
other Christian themes. You are welcome
to stop by the Joy room and check out
some of their work and keep an eye out in
April for the Easter tree.

Sunday school continues to meet for
our children. After easter we are going on
a safari in search of God’s treasures. All
children are welcome to participate in
children’s church and/or children’s
church.

We would love some help during
with children’s Sunday School. Could you
help? Please speak with Zina VanGilder,
our Sunday School Superintendent if you
can or if you have any Sunday School
questions.

EASTER
HUNT

CANDY

DOviATIoNg
y  NOW BEING
ACCEPTED




We Need Your Help

1428 |

HELP NEEDED ON SUNDAY MORNING

Would you like to help during worship on Sunday
morning? There are several things you can do:

e Sign up to greet and welcome those
entering the sanctuary. Look for a sign-up in
the narthex or contact the office
Become a liturgist
Read scripture
Help with audio/video if needed
Have a great idea for a children’s message?

Contact the office if you are interested or have
guestions ALSO......

ffice
Help
Needed!

EASTER EGG
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Saturday, April 19
2:00 p.m.

T

Bring your phone or camera
for pictures with the

| CACTER BUMY!
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Indoor

SVARD SALEZ
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MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The annual UWF Church Sale will be here
soon. This is a good time to clean out and
donate to a worthy cause. The sale will be
the week of April 28-May 3. Donations
may be dropped off on Monday and
Wednesday, 4-28 and 4-30, 9:00-4:00 and
on Tuesday 4-29, from 9:00-7:00 for those
who might work. The sale will be open to
the public on Thursday, May 1, 4:00-7:00
pm, Friday, 8:00-4:00pm, and Saturday
8:00-11:00. Any leftovers will be cleared
out by 11:30 on Saturday. Thank you for
all your help. The money from the sale
will help support the mission of the United
Women in Faith group.

=B Nemorial

I I Ministry, mission, music.

Giving online to our church

is edsiei thidii Evei GEFaieE!
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Visit the wabsite helow o) sciuy the QR code to
tonate securely from your phone!

GIVE TO OUR CHURCH TODAY AT:

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-
ZJNE

OR SCAN THE QR
CODE TO DONATE
SECURELY FROM
YOUR PHONE

||||||||||||||
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Many Members, One Body

~Thank you for your donations of personal
hygiene items which we collected for Club
Soda.

~Thanks to all for their work on the
Service of Prayer and Reflection, especially
Margaret Circle for the delicious food and
all who helped with set up and take
down.

| I?’Iangar'ef Circle
BOOK CLUB
Thursday

April 10
10:00 a.m.

Margaret Circle will meet on
Thursday, April 10th in the Chapel at
10:00. We will be discussing SITTING
PRETTY by Rebecca Taussig which is The
Big Read for the Vigo County Public
Library this Spring.

If you have any questions, please
contact Joanie Kendall at 812-298-4276
or joaniekendall@yahoo.com.

View our online calendar at: MemorialEvents.org

To update or add your MUMC events,
send details to ginger@umcmemorial.org

Open hearts,

Open minds.
Open doors.

Triple F

Friday, April 18
11:45 a.m.

Join us on Friday, April 18 at 11:45
for an inspirational program as well as a
delicious meal! Song writer Jack Shannon
will be performing his songs as well as any
standard gospel tunes. Jack will also
share how he’s staying positive and living
a great life while dealing with stage 4
Pancreatic cancer.

Our main dish will be fried chicken.
Be sure to sign up at the Mcard table in
the Narthex.

POPL/€ R LEAVES

DEADLINE for submissions:
Tuesday, April 15

Ry
Ghace Cirele

Tuesday
April 8
11:30 a.m.




SECOME & MEMTOR, IHANGE A LIFE]

Kids Hope mentors possess many
gifts, but one of the most important is the
ability to communicate to their children
that they believe in them. From the very
first visit mentors communicate these four
words- I believe in you- hoping to give
their child the confidence he needs to
move forward in life.

It's hard for most of us to imagine
never hearing these affirming words from
parents or other family members but some
of the children we work with hear it for
one of the first times when they meet their
mentors. Teachers have reported that
children who hear these words from their
mentors begin to act more confident and
self-assured in the classroom. They hold
their heads higher, and grades begin to
improve.

Our mentors say “I believe in you “in
many ways. They simply speak the words
when they’re together, though it can be
communicated without words too, with a
caring smile or a gentle touch. But the
message is there: No matter what, I believe
in you. And when kids are sure of that,
chances are good they will understand
that God believes in them as well.

REMINDER: VCSC Spring Break
will be March 31-April 4. Also, the Kids
Hope Bowling Party will be Wednesday,
May 7, 2:45-4:45pm. More details soon.

The family of George Nelson would like to
thank everyone for all their prayers, cards
and well

wishes, upon his death. Thank you to
everyone for all their hard work in
preparing the church and the meal
following. We truly appreciate everything.
George would have been so happy to see
everyone and hear the stories.

Cess==29

I am truly blessed to be part of this
wonderful church family. Thank you for
being there for me and your continued
support as [ continue to heal. Each
message, call and prayer uplifted. My
spirits and reminded me of the power of
faith and fellowship.

I also feel so blessed to have the
beautiful turquoise wrap made by the
yearn ministry. I love it, use it daily and
will wear it long after I am well and out
and about!!

With love, Julie Baesler

April 1 Sandy Grogan-Sills

April 2 Judy Dunbar

April 4 Teresa Hewitt

April 6 Mary Ann Boyer

April 11 Robert Cowden
Jaxton Turpen

April 14 Dan Klug

April 15 Linda Krawiec

April 20 Diana Mahurin

April 22 Jean Wilcox

April 24 Jerry Smith

April 26 Nancy Brentlinger

April 29 Larry Howard

No April Anniversaries



Memorial Schedule, Christian Holioays, Holidays in United States

Apr 2025 (Eastern Time - Indianapolis)

Sun Mon Tue Wad Thu F Sat
(. L2 | L3 | bt ] Ls |
6pm - Dinnar Church - Drive 9:30am - Bible Study - 11am - Line Dancing w/Sue 9am - Wes{ District dCOM
6pm - Chapel Bells 1pm - Yarn Ministry
7pm - NA - Library 6:30pm - NAMI
b 7pm - Chancel Choir
_ (6 ] L7 L2 Le | (70 K (12
—rﬂl% gone I_ 11:30am - Grace Circle 9:30am - Bible Study - 10am - Margaret Circle: ude’s c Lroup
9:30am - Worship Tpm - Lyyra 11am - UMW Planning 11am - Lino Dancing w/Sue Bam - Men's Breakfast at
| 10:30am - 88 Classes Tpm - Talzé Prayer Services 6pm - Chapel Bells 5pm - Yarn Ministry
7pm « NA - Library 5:15pm - FGC Rehearsal
$:30pm - Mission Team
6pm - Pack Meeting
7pm - Chancel Choir
EEN LN W5 W i 18| &EN
u@ma] 5:30pm - Communication 8aves 9:30am - Bible Study w/David ﬁ%ﬂj ﬂﬂﬂﬂm&lJ ﬂnmﬂwmﬂqﬁmJ

9:30am - Worship 6:30pm - S/PPRC Commiittee auﬁ||u 8pm - Chapel Bells 11am - Line Dancing wiSue 11:45am - Triple FFF 2pm - Easter Egg Hunt
10:30am - SS Classes 7pm - Bowling League 6pm - Dinner Church - Drive 7pm - NA - Library 1pm - Yarn Ministry
2pm - Newcomers 6pm - Pack Meeting
7pm - Chancel Choir
(20 | 21 (22 28 24 | (25 ] L28 |
_H.mmmﬁqmg&me ) @ﬂﬂj 9am - Blood Drive 9:30am - Bible Study - —.nvﬂmﬂom:uuo_.:|u
9:30am - Worship 5:15pm - FOC Rehearsal Spm - Yarn Group 9am - Fold Poplar Leaves
10:30am - Cookies & Punch 6pm - Dinner Church - Drive 6pm - Chapel Balls 11am - Line Dancing wiSue
10:30am - SS Classss 7pm - NA - Library S$pm - Yarn Ministry
5:15pm - FGC Rehearsal
6pm - Pack Meeting
7pm - Chancel Choir
N A (%] e (30 ] ] (2 =5 ]
9:30am - Worship (UWFyard sale )
10:30am - SS Classes 5:30pm - Finance Committee §:15pm - FGC Rehearsal 6pm - Chapel Bells
4pm - FGC Rehearsal 7pm - Education Team 7pm - NA - Library
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